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1. PATH TO VILLANOVA
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BACKGROUND

 Steubenville, Ohio

 Engineering as a means to an end goal of 
entrepreneurship.

 Odds and ends businesses/jobs growing up.
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MAJOR CONSIDERATIONS

 Academic Program

 Major

 Minor programs and additional opportunities

 Abroad options

 Campus Size

 Financial Considerations

 Alumni Relations

 Reputation/Prestige

 Athletics
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APPLICATIONS

 Components

 The Common App

 Standardized Tests

 Supplemental Materials

 20+ Applications

 Reach, Target, and Safety

 “When in doubt, apply”
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https://www.commonapp.org/apply



DECISION PROCESS

 Wait

 Different rounds and decision periods

 Visit

 Evaluate

 Eliminate
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DECISION
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2. VILLANOVA EXPERIENCE
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ACADEMICS

 Bachelor’s in Mechanical Engineering

 Minors in Engineering Entrepreneurship and 
Mathematics

 5th Year Master’s Track

 0 AP or Transfer Credits*

 Villanova Engineering Service Learning (VESL)

 Veritas Publication

 Teaching Assistant
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CAMPUS LIVING

 4 Years on Campus

 Full Meal Plan

 ~7am – 2am

 [not so] Good Study Habits
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CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT

 Villanova Best Buddies

 New Student Orientation Program

 Engineering Student Council

 Institution for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship
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BASKETBALL
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Villanova
Away Games (Drive)
Away Games (Fly)



COMMUNITY

 Alumni Network

 Volunteering

 On Campus

 In the Local Community

 Upperclassmen Helping 
Underclassmen
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A FAMILY AFFAIR
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3. [VILLANOVA’S] FULBRIGHT APPLICATION PROCESS
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WHY FULBRIGHT

17VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY & FULBRIGHT FINLAND FOUNDATION



VILLANOVA PROCESS

 More work at the beginning means [a little] less at 
the end.

 Deadlines early and often.
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WHY FINLAND – 3 MAJOR REASONS

1. Interdisciplinary Program Structure

2. Eligibility

 English speaking

 Competitiveness

3. Experience of a Prior Villanova Fulbrighter
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Finland Fulbright-Aalto University Graduate Award
Finland Fulbright-University of Jyväskylä Graduate Award
Finland Fulbright-Tampere University Graduate Award
Finland Fulbright-LUT University Graduate Award

Taiwan Master’s Degree Program Award: National Cheng Kung University Award in Creative 
Industries Design

Netherlands Fulbright/Delft University of Technology: Industrial Design Engineering Award
United 

Kingdon Fulbright/University College London Entrepreneurship Award



4. FINLAND EXPERIENCE
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MASTER’S OF INDUSTRIAL DESIGN ENGINEERING AT LUT IN LAHTI

 Focus on consumer goods products.

 Heavy focus on project work sponsored by companies.

 Students come from engineering backgrounds, pure design 
backgrounds, among others.
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FULBRIGHT FINLAND FOUNDATION
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ACADEMIC DIFFERENCES

 Different motivations for taking courses and 
completing a degree.

 Much more responsibility on the students to learn.

 Potential driver of these differences is the much 
bigger deviation of outcomes in the US.
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UNIVERSITY LIFE DIFFERENCES

 Campus by day, home by night.

 Limited lunch/food options.

 Afterparties for student events.

 Overalls
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CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

 A new definition of “meeting for coffee”.

 Buying tickets to sporting events in Finland.

 Nuances apartment searching. 
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https://espressohouse.com/en/members/subscription



INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES

 Exchange student community 
within LAB.

 Pizza Fridays

 Dual enrollment bachelor’s 
program at LUT.

26VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY & FULBRIGHT FINLAND FOUNDATION



5. BEING A LIFELONG VILLANOVAN
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A GIVING CULTURE

 Even after paying $100,000s for a degree, many alumni 
continue to donate and support Villanova for the rest 
of their life.

 1842 Day is a 24 hour period of fundraising by 
Villanova every year.
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HOW I GIVE

 Young Alumni Circle

 “The Young Alumni Circle offers undergraduates of the 
past 10 years a way to give back through incremental 
levels of support each fiscal year. Members help raise the 
bar for academics, athletics and student life, making the 
Villanova experience ever more valuable and 
meaningful.”
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WHY I CARE

 I feel that Villanova provided me with tremendous 
opportunities.

 I am very passionate about the Villanova community, 
and I hope to give back as much as I can throughout 
my life.

 Villanova does a fantastic job about making students 
feel at home and making the connection between 
students and the University personal.
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THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?
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